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TRUSTEES’ REPORT. 


To His Excellency, W. 12. Miller, РТК of Arkansas: 


Str—In conformity with law the trustees of the Arkansas 
School for the Education of the Blind, have the honor to pre- 
sent the tenth biennial report, with accompanying papers, in 
which please find the Superintendent’s Report, the Physician’s 
Report, and those of several examining. committees ; ; all of 
which are respectfully submitted. 


In presenting this, their biennial report, the Trustees feel 
justified in saying that the past two years, in view of the lim- 
ited appropriations, have been years of marked progress, and 
that they can safely appeal to the graduates in_self-supporting 
positions, as well the advances made by the under graduates, 
to bear testimony to the good done by this institution in edu- 
cating and fitting for usefulness and self-maintenance, one of 
the most helpless and deserving classes of the community. In 
accomplishing this important work, the Institute is trusting in 
the past and continuous bounty of the State, and deeply 
indebted to the very valuable and thorough services of the 
Superintendent, teachers and: sub-officers “of. the Arkansas 
School for the Blind. i 


The success thus far attending this humane and benevolent 
enterprise in soliciting further and increased appropriations, 
gives assurance to the public that the cause is eminently wor- 
thy of legislative.fostering care, and its liberal provisions will 
be alike properly applied and prudently managed. 
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For a detailed statement of the management, the present 


| condition, and the estimated requirements for the support, the 


future growth and prosperity of the institution, the Trustees 
would respectfully refer to the carefully prepared and trust- 
worthy report of the Superintendent; and we would invite 
your special attention to his suggestions in relation to inad- 
equate appropriations, the result of long experience, and as 4 
measure of true economy we would ask for it a favorable con- 
sideration. 

We learn from experience, and infer from what has been 
accomplished in nearly all of the other States in the Union, 
that this Institution can never be made to work a due benefit 
to the unfortunate blind of the State until there are suitable 
rooms for all the departments of instruction, and connections 
therewith. The brick building now occupied was erected for 
the mechanical department, and not suited for school purposes, 
and the wood buildings were for a temporary purpose, having 
in view the erection of the main building in accordance with 
the original plan, which has been delayed from year to year, 
awaiting an improved condition -of the State finances. . The: 
Superintendent has very properly treated on the importance 
of an appropriation for the main building, and a review of the 
several steps taken in that direction will show that its misfor- 
tune was deserving of a better fate. 7 

By an examination of the reports of the thirty institutions 
for the blind in the United States, it will be found that while 
some States have invested more than a quarter of a million of 
dollars, and others more than one hundred thousand dollars 
in buildings and grounds for the blind, no State has appropri- 
ated so little for this purpose as Arkansas, whose available 
appropriations for buildings and grounds for her blind institu- 
tion amount to only eight thousand six hundred and fifty dol- 
lors in State scrip, worth at the time from sixty to seventy-five 
cents to the dollar. We say available, for two other appro- | 
priations were made and afterwards withdrawn. First, the 
property at Arkadelphia, which the act removing the institute 
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to Little. Rock authorized to be sold and the proceeds to be 
used for improving the grounds and for building purposes, 
was, pursuant to a subsequent. act, sold by the Commissioner 
of State Lands and the proceeds, as we ‘believe, erroneously 
paid into the State treasury ; so that the institution ‘has 
received по benefit therefrom. Second, the Legislature of : 
1873 donated to the Blind Institute to be sold and the pro- . 
ceeds to be applied to building, a tract of land- near the peni- 
tentiary, variously estimated in value from $20,000 to $30,000. 
After the Trustees, pursuant to the act, had had this land 
surveyed off into blocks, lots and streets, corresponding to 
those of Little Rock, at considerable expense, an act, approved 
November 18, 1875, repealed this donation and attached the 
land to the penitentiary. This step, however, was not taken 
until after a committee of both- houses had waited upon the 
Governor and Trustees of the Dlind Institute and obtained 
their consent to withhold all opposition to the act; provided, 
that an appropriation in monéy should be made to the Blind 
Institute to erect its main building in lieu of this land. This 
appropriation has never been made. | 

The reasons are hereinbefore stated, that the Trustees have- 
delayed for six years or more, urging the promised appropria- 
tion for the construction of the main building. Now the im- 
proved condition of a generous people, and the finances of the 
State, we trust will warrant the fulfilment of these expecta- 
tions by appropriate legislation, under the guidance and favor 
of your Excellency in the cause of education. 

The Trustees would cordially invite the most rigid examina- 
tion on the part of the government by appropriate committees, 
or other methods, into the condition and management of this 
important public trust, confident that such inquiry would result 
in confirmation of the views herein expressed. 


Respectfully submitted, | 
i LIBERTY BARTLETT, 

R. L. DODGE, 

i - ANDREW HUNTER, 


Trustees. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S, REPORT. 


To the Board of Trustees : 


GenTLEMEN—Permit me to present the following as my 
report for two years, commencing October 1, 1878, and end- 
ing September 30, 1880. 


Little, out of the ordinary routine, has occurred in our quiet 
household since my last report. The officers and teachers. 
have manifested their usual industry and zeal, and their labors. 
have been rewarded by corresponding effort on the part of the 
pupils, who year by year seem to attain a higher appreciation 
of their privileges, and to become more desirous of supporting 
themselves when they shall leave school. | 


NUMBER OF PUPILS. 
Males. Females. Total. 


Enrolled at date of last report....... 15 13 28 
New pupils admitted............... 9 9 18 
Former pupils readmitted.......... 2 2 4 
Aggregate А kare UO рани 26 24 50 
Ювеһагеей....................... 10 8 18 
Number October 1, 1880........... 16 16 32 


The above does not include serveral new pupils enrolled, but 
who have not yet entered the school. Not more than thirty- 
six have been in attendance at any one time, and the average 
attendance has not exceeded thirty-three. Others have anx- 
iously knocked for admission, but have been refused; not 
because we liad no room for them, for we could have accom- 
modated a larger number; not because the officers of the in- 
stitute did not want them, for they would gladly welcome all 
the blind of the State who are proper subjects; not because 


/ 
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the. Constitution of the State oes not Condo them an 
education, for it expressly provides for. their instruction ; but 
simply because the Legislature provided for only thir ty-three 
and virtually said to the test, you must stay at home. Were 
it desirable to exclude the major part of the blind of the State 
from the institution, such a limitation would be unnecessary, 
for the blind are already too slow in availing themselves of the. 
privileges offered them, and parents are naturally averse to 
entrusting their unfortunate children to the care of strangers. 
Were the institution sufficiently enlarged to-day and its doors 
thrown. open to all the blind of the State, it would be neces- 
sary to visit many of them at their homes before they could be 
brought in. If the school is a good thing for part of the 
blind, it is for all proper subjects, and those excluded have as 
much right to its privileges as those who-are here. Such lim- 
itation is extremely unwise and the very reverse of economy ; 
for while the blind in school are preparing for usefulness and 
self-support, those shut out are almost certain to become а 
charge to their friends or to Ше community in which they | 
live. | | i 

If, as some believe, the constitutional provision that the 
maximum of every appropriation shall be specified i in dollars 
and cents, requires that our appropriation for pupils shall be 
doubly limited, let the limit be placed so high that-we cannot 
reach it. This can do no harm, as we can only draw for the 
pupils who are present. Let us receive at least sixty. We 
may not reach this number in the next two years. If not, the 
unexpended portion of the appropriation will be covered back 
into the treasury, like all other unexpended appropriations, at 


-the end of two years, and no нып of it can possibly be 


squandered or lost. Se 
Of the male pupils discharged in the last-two years, one has 
been licensed to preach the gospel, and several have set up in 
business for themselves, working at the trades they learned 
here. | | a | | 
' Of the females, one has been appointed teacher in this 
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‘school, and one has married. The others, with one exception, 
гате caper’ of paying their way in a family by their labor. 


SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. 

. At the date of my last report, Mr. J. C. King, who һай 
‘filled the position of steward acceptably for a number of years, 
was in feeble health. He continued to fail until it became 
vident that he could. no longer discharge the duties of his 
‘office, and in March, 1879, he resigned and removed with his 
family to Marion county, Kansas, hoping that a change of 
‘climate might prolong his life. This hope, however, proved 
:delusive. Оп the 14th of May following he died in full 'con- 
fidence of a blessed immortality, leaving a large circle of rela- 
‘tives and friends to mourn his loss. 

The removal of Mr. King necessitated the resignation of his 
estimable wife as matron. The position of foreman of the 
Boys' shop became vacant about the same time. Mrs. Patten, 
who some years previous, had relinquished, she hoped finally, 
the arduous duties of matron, was prevailed upon to resume 
that position. The other offices were temporarily provided у 
for until the end of the session. 

During the past year the Superintendent, with the assistance 
of а clerk, has discharged the duties of steward. The clerk, 
in addition to his other duties, having the oversight of the 
boys’ shop. | 

At the close of the last session Miss L. E. Miller, a former 
pupil, and for three years an acceptable teacher, resigned to 
recruit-her health, which.was becoming impaired from long 
confinement in the school-room. 

For the names of officers and teachers for the current ses- 
sion, see second page. 

HEALTH, 


The usual means for preserving health have been used, viz: 
exercise in the open air, frequent bathing, plain nourishing 
food and regular habits. No death has occurred, and по“ 
severe case of sickness among the pupils. Twice, the measles, 


[111 - 
and once the whooping-cough have gone the rounds -of the 
household, resulting in twenty-seven cases of the former and 

thirteen of the latter. In each instance the disease might have 
| been confined to the first case, had we been. provided with the 
means of separating the sick fromthe well. The necessity for 
hospital accommodations has been so often urged in former 
reports, without avail, that it seems a waste of words to say: 
more upon the subject. It would seem that nothing short of 
an epidemic of small-pox can rouse our legislators to the 
necessity of providing for the Institution in this respect. Dr. 
Е. Collins, has, as in former years, rendered gratuitous dental 
services to indigent pupils—and Dr. T. E. Murrell has opera- 
ted upon the eyes of a number of pupils, relieving great suf- 
fering, and in some instances improving the sight. His ser- 
vices too, have béen gratuitous. | 


DISCIPLINE. 


The government of the Institution i is designed to be parental. 
No publie institution can be exactly like a well regulated pri- 
vate family ; but the nearer we can approach that standard the 
better shall we discharge our duty to those placed under our 
care. To what extent we have accomplished this object we 
will leave for others to say. m 
See Appendix B and C. 


LITERARY DEPARTMENT..' 

The same general course of instruction has. been persued as 
in former years. Classes have been taught in spelling, read- 
ing, language. lessons, object lessons, writing, English gram- 
mar, mental and written arithmetie, political and physieal 
geography, history, English literature, natural philosophy, 
algebra and geometry. At the close of the session, in June 
last, the classes underwent a public examination, continued · 
through six days, before a. committee of highly intelligent and 
thoroughly interested gentlemen, whose report will be found 
in Appendix B. , 

Several valuable additions have been made to our collection 
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of tangible objects and apparatus; the most Amportant of 
which i is a set of the Bocks Steger Anitomical models ; the gift 
of the late George S. Birnie, of Fort Smith. Our teachers 
and advanced pupils will also be greatly aided by the . recent 
acquisition of the American Cyclopaedia, in seventeen volumes, 


including an iin one half the "donation of D. Appleton & 
Co., New York. 


We are indebted to Rev. Drs. Welch and Buchanan, for lec- 
tures delivered to the school, and to various ministers of the 
city, for occasional preaching at the Institute, on the sabbath. 


"a 


MUSIC, 


This department,-both vocal and instrumental, has been 
conducted by Prof. A. C. Blakeslee, himself blind. Seven- 
teen pupils have taken lessons on the pianoforte, seven upon 
the organ, five in thorough bass, and the whole school, with 
few exceptions, in singing. Six pupils have received instruc- 
tions in piano tuning with good results. The great importance 
of this branch of instruction to the blind, as a means of gain- | 
ing a livelihood, was discussed in my last report. | ^ ^. 


4 INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT 


No special teacher is at present employed for the boys' 
shop. The steward, former clerk, with the aid of an ad- 
vanced pupil, conducts this department. Quality rather than 


quantity of work has been the object aimed at. It is believed. 
that better work has been turned out than ever before. The 
iraining has also been more thorough. 


The articles manufactured by the boys in two years are as 
follows : 


BYOOMIS vis teats ce ван S ERA ENDE E RS 4,249 | Lounges Upholstered and Repaired.. 5 
Ма геввов ier Rak a aee inh hene 182 Chairs s s. D 
Cushions......... Избрани а КГС Piano Stools © “ E 
Pillows and Војзђег 5.,................. ^ Shuck Mats айе..................... 5. 
Ппдегредз.......... а. 0.000. ........... 2 


By both boys and girls: 


Chairs seated With Сапе................ 119 | Head-rests for Bath Tubs, Caned..... 21 
Chairs seated with Shucks...... reer 4 : 


К '" [13]. 
‘The girls, under the direction of ‘the - matron and assistant 
matron, and with their help, have made the following articles : 


E 


Артопз.............. казака essere. Db Pieces of Beadwork....... —— не 188 
Articles Верајтед.................. ..... 465 Pleces МатКей...................... e... 496 
Bonnets ................ eee 13 Pairs Pantaloons, шайе................. 16 
OushiOns....crccccssccscescccccsvcccccscce 3 Pairs Огазуегв........................... 30 
Curtains...... eseese seese —ÀÀ— senis 9 Pillow Cases....... — "A 64 
Chemises.... часа eee eese eese eoe нео .. 15 Sheets.....eeeee cesses eee ee ee esses ST, 
Dresses ................ эе нө 04. (SACKS зла еза каа о н рош, AE 
СОТ. жж тавата иа veas aee E Eae 12 Shirts... vezes века (Uses esses ET Ce иа 82 
Handkerchiefs Hemmed............... 88 БК о.е севан нонеро seo. 29 
Mattress ТЇӨЕ8........................г. ШТ Table and Bread Сотегз............... 20 
МїзсеНалеотз.......................... 46 Towels............ jIT———— се 120 
КМарКїпз................. ЧИНЕ КОЛАТ IL Wastes се оне књ ise ache Жал жа зз» кэ DE 


Financial account of the shop for two years: 


Suor, Dr. To 


Tools and machinery on hand Oct. 1, 1878..... rere РРО РИТИ $ 8291 DO 
Raw material | ЈА бе осеке ge sd Wess ROV ets REY 51 18 
Manufaetured goods " ЖЕЛИ Л УУ QUIETE RE MEE 21 30 
Bills receivable “ ы ЖИК E esu ad прават 119 50 


Machinery, tools and materlal purchased and amount paid pupils for 
оуег-туогК.... ооо ое онооно о оен ооо новото оаа воа оноваананнна 1,447; 22 


> $1,972 65 


SHOP, Cr. By 
Sales of work for two VOUS: сочат ica ue XR она нео еони Na ERES $ 1,387 15 


Manufactured goods on hand Sept. 30, 1880......... REUS ans 26 40 
Raw material “ et P 82 10 
Tools and machinery * « —€— MÀ и eee. 38490 
Bills receivable “ RC HRS ERES Т ТАН РТТ СТУН 26 85 
Partial outfit furnished Taylor Dansbury, indigent graduate............ 22 50 
Work done for Institute..... рака III 111 75 

$ 1,991 65 


Total Стейн e RATES TRANRREREVERUSTERKREEAMACEVENIS OU A A E $ 1,991 e 
Total Пері. оо... ......о..о..ососвсоо...0о...... 1,972 65 


Balance in favor of ӨБӨ sees и и и а $. 1900 


Many persons seem to have a very erroneous notion in 
regard to the industrial department of the school ; one calculated 
to work great injury to the institution. ` Those. who visit the 
school in the afternoon between the-hours of 2 and 5 o'clock, 
when the workshops are.in full operation, and see the pupils. 
busily engaged, the boys making mattresses, brooms and seat- 
ing chairs, and the.girls sewing, knitting, crocheting and 
doing beadwork; areapt to imagine that the institution is, at 
least in part, self-sustaining. . Even an intelligent and influ- 


= 
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ential member of the Legislature was heard to say on the floor : 


-of the House, when the appropriation for this school was 


under ‘discussion, that **The Institution ought to support 
itself." The fallacy of such a notion and the injustice of the 
remark, may be seen by a moment’s reflection. First, the 
workmen are mere apprentices, who waste material апа make 
much unsaleable work in learning their trade, and soon as 
they-have learned, leave to set up in business for themselves. 
Second, they are blind apprentices, who work much more 
slowly than seeing persons. Third, they are also students, 
spending most of their time in the school-room, and only two 
or three hours per day—five days in the week—in the shop. 
Fourth, being at a distance from the business part of the city, 
we are obliged to dispose of the products of the shop to deal- 
ers at wholesale prices. Fifth, even in the wholesale trade, 
we are obliged to compete with St. Louis factories, which 
make brooms by steam and ship them to this and other points: 
by the car load. | | 

Under these circumstances, if our shop pays expenses, not | 
including the salary of teachers, it does well. Should it do 
moré than this we have a by-law providing that the surplus 
may be used in furnishing an outfit for indigent graduates to 
set up iir business. We would gladly farm out the shop to a 
responsible person, allowing him shop room, fuel, the use of 
tools and the labor of the pupils, as an equivalent for the 
instruction given, he furnishing material and receiving pro- 
ceeds of sales. We would also be willing to throw in his 
board ; but as yet we have found no competent party willing 
to take it upon these terms. The reason is obvious; lis time 
would-be fully occupied in giving instruction, preparing work 
for his apprentices and in making sales. The only way he 
could make it profitable to himself would be to employ journa- 
men,from outside, for which we have not room, if the market 
would justify it, which is doubtful. 

Some of the oldest and best established institutions for the 
blind in the United States regard: the work department of so 
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great importance, that they yearly spend. upon it many hun- 
dred dollars more than are realized from sales. They are. 
right, for industrial training is an important part of the edu-- 
cation of the blind, and should the shops make no return in 
money, should every mattress and every broom made in them 
be committed to a bonfire, the skill and self-reliant habits there 
acquired would more than eae the ш: made for their- 
support. 

. There is a penal анов in this city wi near six” 
hundred inmates, mostly able-bodied men having two eyes. 
apiece, who work from morning till night six days in the week,. 
without vacation, апа yet this institution is an expense to the- 
State. There is also in the State an industrial college, with a. 
large endowment and a farm attached, with: several hundred 
students, all having good sight, yet we hear nothing of its. 
supporting itself. On the contrary the last Legislature appro-- 
priated $23,600 for its aid. Even should the Penitentiary and 
the Industrial University support themselves and yield a large- 
revenue to the State, it would still be folly to talk of a few- 
blind school buys and girls, working ten or fifteen hours a. 
week, supporting, or even helping to: support, their institu-- 
tion ! 

Besides, the blind, as well as the seeing Егер of. Arkan-- 
sas, have a constitutional right to claim an education at public- 
expense. The- seeing child База school established in the- 

neighborhood of his home; but blind children are so scattered. 
that they must leave their homes to obtain instruction. To 
compensate for this inconvenience, and in some measure for- 
their great misfortune, they are and ought, to be furnished. 
with board as well as instruction. 

It is desirable to introduce other industries Nos our shops.. 
As before stated, brooms are пот made by-steam in St. Louis. 
and brought to Arkansas by the car load; and it is only by 
locating away from the railroads where «ћеу.сап have a mo-- 
nopoly of the business, that our discharged pupils can make a. 
living at this trade ; and even there they may not be secure in.. 


^" 


a 


Pt 4 NN 


коа А ЕЛАДА КТ" Зара T oti ONES 
~ ч ~ e a. Хх 1442 МА 


aye б А РС o2 A o 34 Ми, мет 
ком = > ~ ~ = 


Io MERE SH ER мри fos X 


; [ 16 | 


- the near future. Harness-making, willow basket-making and. 
| carpet weaving, might be intr oduced if we had the means and 
` shop room. 


MORE ROOM NEEDED. 


Our school has outgrown its accommodations. More room 
is indespensible,’ if we would carry out the design: of the Insti- 
tution ; and, better room is greatly to be desired. — 

The buildings we occupy form only a part of a general plan, 
which, in its incomplete condition, is inconvenient and illy 
adapted to the wants of the Institution, besides being much 
too limited. The brick house was intended for adult pupils, 
admitted to learn trades, and the frame buildings were designed 
as témporary appendages till the main edifice could be erected, 
and the plan completed, but financial depression prevented 
carrying out the design. i : 

For twelve years we have worried along as best we could, 
notwithstanding inconveniences with which few institutions of 
the kind are acquainted. Our school has steadily advanced till 


its literary, musical and industrial departments will compare: 


favorably with any school for the blind in the South, while it 
is probable that no institution in the United States has build- 
ings which cost the State so little as ours. 


Though we have three literary teachers, all fully occupied, E 


and though two classes cannot be taught together in the same 
room, much of the instruction being oral, yet we have nota 
single school room exclusively for that purpose. | 

The three rooms used for classes are occupied for other pur- 
poses, as follows: No. 1, is chapel, music hall and girls sitting- 
room. No. 2; is library and Superintendent’s office. No 3, is 
boys sitting room and children's work room. 


These rooms being small there is no room for desks. Tem- 


porary arrangements are made for the writing class which bave 
to be moved back and forth daily. In reading, the pupils are 
obliged to hold the bulky books upon their knees, which wears 
them out in half the time it would to lay them on desks ог 


„ Sry а 
tables. As these books cost at least ten times as much as 
those in ink print; the Бад. economy of this arrangement can 
be easily seen. The price of one (1) bible, the cheapest book in 
raised print, would provide desks and seats for eight pupils; - 
but we have no place for desks were they donated. . 

We have three pianos and two organs, which should be in 
constant use, in order to give the music scholars sufficient time ' 
for practice; but these instruments being in rooms used for 
other purposes, are obliged to remain silent a portion of every 
dày. > 

The T of rooms for the sick has already been alluded to. 

The- boys’ shop, besides being in dangerous proximity 
to the other frame buildings, i is ill suited to the purpose. АП 
the frame buildings are in a more or less tumbled down condi- 
tion. They are mere box-houses, neither ceiled nor plastered, 
hastily erected twelve years ago, to save renting. They have 
served their пе, апа should be replaced by one more sub- 
stantial and less liable to accidént from fire. 

The-last two years have been years of plenty throughout our 
State. 'The earth has brought forth abundantly, and all 
branches of business have been prosperous; and the present 
seems a fit time to commence the erection of the-long talked of 
and much needed main building for the Blind Institute. 

Other southern States no more prosperous than Arkansas, 
аге in advance of us in this respect. Mississippi, with an 
appropriation of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000 00) has 
commenced the erection of a building for the blind, and Ten- 
nessee has just completed a hundred thousand dollar ($100,- 

900 00) house for her Institution, while Arkansas has not 
taken a single step in this direction in twelve years. Our main 
building should be upon à plan to meet, not only the present, 
but the future wants of the school. It should contain all the 
publie rooms necessary for-at least one hundred pupils, viz 
some half dozen school rooms of ample size, a dozen music, 
rooms for piano and organ practice, a chapel, offices, library, ; 


apparatus rooms, dining ‘rooms, kitchen, Superintendent and 
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Steward's apartments, etc., etc. For some years to come this 
building would afford lodgings for the girls, but eventually 


| lodging rooms should be provided on one side for the girls and. 


on the other for the boys, either by erecting wings connected. 


io the main building by corridors, or detached cottages; 


which ever may, in the future, appear most advisable. Then 
the brick house, ‘now in use, can be devoted to the purpose for 
which it was originally designed, viz: the accommodation of 
adult pupils admitted, for а limited period, to learn trades, 
and the plan of the Institute will be complete. Until then few 
adults can be received, and many who might be made self- 
supporting, or nearly so, will continue to live in dependence 
and die paupers for want of the little aid which this Institu- 
tion would fain extend to them, but cannot, for want of room 
and means. | 

It would be economy as well as humanity on the part of the 
State to complete the plan at once and place the Institution in 
a position to do its full work. 

Private benificence here, as in other States, might aid in 
this good work. : 

In 1872, J. M. Lea and his wife, of Nashville, Tenn., pur- 
chased, at a cost of fifteen thousand dollars, ($15,000) a man- 
sion with eight acres of land, beautifully located on the Cum- 
berland river, and in the city of Nashville, which they donated · 
to the Tennessee School for the Blind. The State has since 
appropriated eighty-seven thousand dollars (87,000) to en- 
large the building and improve the grounds, and the Tennes- 
see School for the Blind now has a building which does honor 
to the State, and especially to its generous benefactors, who. 
declare that no other investment of theirs has yielded so well.. 

Are there not wealthy persons in Arkansas who might make. 
a similar investment, and thus secure to themselves the satis- 
faction during their lifetime of seeing their money placed. 
where itfwill yield a profit for all time to come, and erect to. 


their memory a monument more durable than marble or 
bronze? 


[ 19. ] = 
~ . NUMBER OF BLIND IN THE STATE. 

It-is impossible at this date {о obtain complete returns. ir 
regard to the blind from the tenth census. By the kindness. 
of Dr. F. M. Chrisman, Supervisor of the second district, 
I learn that there are in his district, including a number 
personally known to me who are omitted from the census. 
returns, 263, against 159 in the same counties in 1870, an 
increase of more than 65 per cent. If the rate of increase-has. 
been the same in the other districts, there- are now in Arkansas 
more than 550 blind. If they are distributed in regard to age 
as shown by the census of 1870, there are 119 between the: 
ages of ten and twenty, the best period for attending school > ` 
and 112 between twenty and thirty, who, though too old to 
profit much by academic instruction, might learn trades, and 
thus contribute to their own support. | ; 

The Trustees and faculty of this Institution are doing all in 
their power to ameliorate the condition of this most unfortu-- 
nate elass of citizens. We have many obstacles to contend 
with, but the greatest discouragement in our work is the . 
failure of legislators to appreciate, and their slowness to learn - 
the magnitude and importance of the enterprise, and hence 
their failure to provide for its necessities and the limitation of 
its privileges to less than one-third the number of pupils who 

ought to be in attendance л 

' We not only have Ше sad reflection that we are онр 
but а small portion of the blind in the State who need our aid, 

but also the unpleasant consciousness that we are working at 
great disadvantage. The cost per capitaof maintaining and in- 
structing thirty рар is considerably greater than it would be 
· for one hundred. We are not afraid- of work, and would 
gladly double the present number of pupils v without increase 
of salaries to present officers, and_only a few more teachers. 
апа employees would be required. for sixty than for thirty. 
Let us increase the number of pupils, though we have to rent 
room for their accommodation. Let it not be said that Ar- 
kansas is the only: State in the Union where the number of 
pupils in the Blind Institution is limited by law ! 


\ 
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PROVISION FOR THE INDUSTRIOUS ADULT BLIND. 

~ There are many persons who have lost their sight since 
‘reaching maturity, having before-led active useful lives. То 
be at once shut out from the light of heaven and condemned 
to perpetual idleness is indeed sad. No wonder that under 
such a calamity some sink into hopeless gloom. We.cannot 
restore to them the lost sense, but we may, by giving them 
employment, brighten the tedious hours, relieve their depen- 
dence and in a measure cause them to forget their great priva- 
tion. In every State where there is a school for the blind, 
there should be a branch of that school distinct from the aca- 
demic department, where adults may be received for a limited 
time—say from two to four years—to learn handicraft, how 
to select and purchase material, make sales, and the. general 
management of business. Piano tuning might be included. 
When they have learned their trades, if they have no means of 
their own, and no friends to aid them in setting up in business, 
they should bé furnished with an outfit as a gift, or as a loan, 
or what would be better, they might be retained in the Institu- 
tion a year on wages, and allowed to earn their own outfit. 
They should be encouraged to establish themselves at or near 
their homes, where they have been known from childhood, and 
where the interest of relatives and friends may serve as stock in 
trade. Should they fail to make a support in whole or in part, 
or should they become disabled from old age, they will then 
be among those who are the proper parties to help them 
through. 

One hundred dollars on an average would start a blind man 
at broom-making, mattress-making, and cane seating chairs, 
which are the trades most commonly taught in schools for the 
blind. 

In Great Britain and Philadelphia, Penn., industrial institu- 
tions, or working homes, have been established, where a lim- 
ited number of blind persons are furnished employment, 
receiving wages for their labor and paying a small amount for 
their board in the institution. These homes do not claim to 
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be self-sustaining. They are established, and the deficit in 
current expenses is supplied by contributions, annual subscrip- 
tions and legacies of the benevolent. ‘While these homes are 
‚ doubtless doing great good, and the large-souled benevolence 
and energy of those engaged in sustaining them are worthy of 
all praise, such an establishment is not a necessity, nor even 
desirable in Arkansas. The work here can be better and more 
economically done, and benefit a greater. number in the way 
above indicated. The capital necessary to establish and sus- 
tain a Working Home in Arkarsas, if invested at legal inter- ` 
est, would yield an annual income, which; instead of giving 
employment to a favored few, would set up in business all the 
blind needing such aid, as fast as the State institution could 
qualify. and send them out. ; 
We have the neucleus of a fund to aid indigent graduates, 
to which the benevolent are cordially invited to contribute. 
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FINANCIAL. ` 


Receipts and Disbursements for the Year Ending Sep- 
-- tember ЗО, 1879. 


RECEIPTS, 


From State of Arkansas for current CXPENSES.....cccecccssercccccsescccssceseep 5,480 50 
State of Arkansas for salaries, including the last quarter of the previous 


уеат................ РЕСТОРАНАА ee ence cece eescecscecesceees 4,921 64 

From State of Arkansas for clothing and traveling expenses of indigent 
pupils......... occ eect cence жазса ыззат... ТЕ 414 76 
From pupils for clothing and traveling ехрепзез................. ‚64449464949 46 55 
Sales from workshops......... cc ec cece esse чов. ...........о. тъ. еее ооо trot 633 60 
Balance ín full from Birnie donation, less ехеһапдже........................... 99 75 
From all other sources...... T"""""""""""--"-—-—-—-—--———— seseseoo 14 40 
$11,611 20 

| - DISBURSEMENTS, 

Amount advanced by Superintendent on previous уеаг....................... _ 30 39 
Salaries fov five quarters......... НҮҮ анааан ааа анаа ананан 4,091 64 
For provisions and groceries........... ОТОГОН КОРР eene s o es s. 0,061 97 
Household, dining-room and kitcken furniture, bedding, stoves, eto...'.... 555 76 
‘Fuel and lights..... "A "000€ n 443 62 


"Wages and labor, including washing done out of the house............ с... .. 936 23 


Repairs... cece ee sec еее ооо ооо неона не жеб; TOPPED .... 361 53 - 


Repairing vehicles, blacksmithing and stable ехрепзез....................... 100 30 
Raw material and tools for shops, and paid pupils for overwork............. 797 59 


Books and school аррагабаѕ.............................. ПРРРРРРРРИРРРРРИНРННАРИ 115 73 
Postage and stationery............ ТОРГ ХАПРРРРРИРРРРРРРРИРРРРРРРРРРРРРРРРИ 35 05 
Clothing Of рларї1з.......... covecsccses "T esesoeseosesosscooseosesoasocsoesesoo 444 61 
Traveling expenses КИРЕРИ cece cee жж eto ssresoesesooceesseses ХРРРРРРРА 69 60 
Мас... оне ен. n ТОТ "€ C! 6 90 
Medicines and hospital ехрепзев............... о... eene sos ee secos, soe 197.30 
Garden and grounds........ ПРЕТОРА teasee eeesessssecrcsessseseosesse ДРЛРРРРРРРИИ 21 30 
Interest, discount and ехећалре.................. КИИРЕРИН 82 64 
Set of anatomical models purchased with Birnie fund................... eee 94 00 
uu nEUn Mw 37 50 
Posting books..,....... e eee ener T" КРРРРРРРРРТРА TP 5 00 
Expense of exhibition....... eee eeee eese eene eee за ж... ж к неее ононе ононе 4 00 
Instruetion in gymnaStiGS......e оне ее о оне н не звоно нов ehosseseesesosooeesotoooe 6 00 
Balance on hand September 30, 1879...... ПРЛАРНАРАРИАРРРРАРРНРРРРР РРА 152 54 


о 


$11,611 20 
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Receipts and Disbursements for the Year Ending Sept. 
| . 80, 1880. 


RECEIPTS. 


On hand October 1, 1879... . .cecccsccccccncccvecsvcssccsccccccosiccccesvcssvssccsceep 152 54 
Received of State for currentexpenseS.......... cce eeeeeees e sesoosccccseseccee 4,600 00 

= “ ВЯЛаЛ В сасе кеео ва какве венски љеввекавнененакееа. 3,109 ВӘ 

“ n clothing and traveling expenses of pupils............. 29% 20 
From. pupils for clothing......c.cccccccccccccccccccsccccccscsecveccccsscaseseceses то 47 
Sales from shops............... —— У ———— —— a —— — € 753 55 
From all Other SOULCES......cccccsccessccsccevccnvecesccesvccctecssesccecscescaces 32 30 


ы $9,614 95 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


For salaries for three quarters. ....s..eserreerereereeereererrereïesereereeneereee$ 3,709 89 
Provisions.. ...e.seesssesesoressesesenececesoenoeaceseesoscevocesecesesseseeeees 2,505 50 
Household ехрепзев.... —— 2G 69 
Fuelannddighis зз ылри | “5993 69 
Wages and 1аЉог............. ————————— НЕ. 
Пераважае ааа se REESE ase dees segue cases can КЕКЕК» 328 37 
Repairing vehicles, blacksmithing and stable ехрепзез.................. 189 22 
Expense of work shops..... —————————— 649 63 
Books and schoolapparatus........«eeeeeeeeee nennen nennen enne 147 66 
Postage and stationery.........e.eceeeeeee esee ооо оо те hee 56 88 
Clothing of рори еен анон RC a peed ad REOS T HI ER REC EVA ERREUR 263 95 
"Traveling ехрепзев............. dads Paduae E caede а епова къ рака Жж 103 60 
Music and musical instruMENts,.....ccccccccccccccccccvcvcccvccccasceccccecs 42 50 
Medicines. эзе искакање ита но ARENA VENT REUNTSS SEES CAT 82 55 
Garden and grounds...... €—— dedes ИРЕНА M PLN aues sd ING E E (€ 58 50 
Interest, discount and exchange........eceeeeeeeescccooooeooeosoococsosocos 102 53 
Нове ee e rr Ex на ененнен us sibus ewe ОГО 11500 
Advertising............ eee AOT РЕТ — ——€——— P 17 15 
Bookkeeping..... ———————" ——— —— — € 22 00 

"TotalDisbnrsemenis...i.. d ua ss sees ье e sp оьз Cases esectessMsusseseceses- 10,026 86 

"lPotalreceipig..i22. 0 2c e rude setawek seo сокове вина АБЕКЕ Жаан кж» азал. 9,614 95 


Excess of expenditures over receiptS.....e eee ee eese nennen eene nnne 411 91 


To meet the above excess there was due from the State, 
September 30th, warrant for September, $412.50. 


For itemized accounts of the foregoing expenditures, see 
vouchers filed in Auditor’s office. | 


[24] 
APPROPRIATIONS NEEDED. 


NN 


The small appropriations made two years ago will be exhaus-- 
ted, and there will be a-deficit to be provided for at the close 
of the year in December. As it seems to be the policy to cut. - 
down the appropriation for pupils till it will barely cover board 
and washing, it will be necessary to ask special appropriations. 
for several items, such as repairs, insurance, etc., which we- 
have heretofore endeavored to meet out of the current expense, 
or pupils fund. 

The following appropriations will be needed for the next two- 
years, VIZ: | 


t 


For current expenses, per pupil, per annum, for 60 pupils, if so many shall 


+ DE TECCIV CG кљове pex Cut aA RENE Aie RW Eke bw ene вое RETINET оеро $ 17500 
For Salaries, per ари раса косе ки аса e cise PR STARS а НЫЕ ЕЕЕ ЬЕ аена 6,000 00. , 
For clothing and traveling expenses forindigent pupils, per annum....... .. 2,000 00- 
For rent of additional room, per annum........... о... о... T 500 00: 
For insurance, per ànnum...........eeeee ооо ооо ооо жас жаз 200 00 
For repairs, including drainage ..... „ооо ооо ооо неее ооо е 1,000 00 

‚ For water ѕаррі1у..................... РН wae пена oer Мана aes sehen . 500 00: 
For йейей....................... PE — ———— ———— ан“ 
For erection of main Бий й шр..............еееееоовонноовововососововеанвочвовововоо 50,000 00 


Respectfully submitted, Е 
| / OTIS PATTEN, Superintendent. 
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APPENDIX А. | 


| PHYSICIAN’S REPORT. 
То the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School forthe Blind: 


GENTLEMEN—It becomes my duty as Physician for the 
Arkansas School for the Blind, to submit: my biennial report. 
"The health of the‘pupils, in general, has been as good as 
usual... Whooping-cough and measels, however, have prevailed, 
but to no serious extent; the few cases of a grave character, 
happily, terminated favorably. | 

We are gratified to state that no deaths have occurred in ET : 
school for the pást two years. 

We labor under many disadvantages for :want of suitable 
rooms in which to care for the sick. Under present arrange- 
ments the sick are lodged in the already overcrowded sleeping 
apartments of the sound, to the inconvenience and actual peril 
of both. This trouble is of course greatly augmented when 
contageous diseases exist. It is neither generous nor just to 
confine such patients in the same room with well students. In 
such an event, if the school is not to be dispersed, or converted 
into a hospital, it is absolutely necessary that some suitable 
place should be provided for the treatment of the sick. 

І would therefore respectfully urge the necessity for two . 
wards, one for each sex. These rooms should be large and 
well ventilated. They should also be properly furnished ; and 
while not so far removed as to require attention of spocial : 
nurses,. they should in some way be sufficiently remote to avoid: 
unnecessary 7 risk of spreading contagion. 

It gives me pleasure to report the co-operation of Prof. Pat- 
ton and his associates, both in the prevention of disease апа іп 
the cure of the sick. 

Respectfully, 
| J. М. PIRTLE, М. D., Physician. 
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APPENDIX B. 


Report of the Examining Committee of the Arkansas 
' __ School for the Blind. 


^ 


LitrLe Rock, ARK., June 80, 1880. 
"To the Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Blind: 


GENTLEMEN — We, the undersigned, your Committee, ap- 
‘pointed to attend the closing exercises of this school, beg 
-leave to submit the following report: 

We attended the exercises, extending through six days, and 
witnessed the examination of classes in the following branches : 
reading, spelling, mental and written arithmetic, algebra, geom- 
‘etry, descriptive and pliysical geography, object lessons, Eng- 
lish literature, natural philosophy, and the theory of music. 
‘The pupils passed through the trying ordeal with credit to 
themselves and their teachers, and the progress made seems to 
be quite equal to that of students with sight. The teachers, 
Misses Patten, Miller and Ellis, the last two blind and gradu- 
ates of this Institution, have evidently performed their arduous | 
duties faithfully. The exercises in vocal and instrumental 


music, and the examination in thorough bass, under the direc- ` 


tion of Mr. A. С. Blakeslee, showed that thorough work had 
been done in this department. In the mechanical department 
we found the boys under the direction of the steward, Mr. 
Wm. M. Patten, making brooms, mattresses and cane-seatirig 
chairs, and the girls, directed by the matron and the assistant 
matron, Miss N. A. Moore, the latter totally blind, and edu- 
cated in this Institution, sewing by hand and on the machine, 
knitting, crocheting and making various fancy articles of 
beads. The work done in these shops will not suffer by com- | 
parison with that of seeing workmen and workwomen. 
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We. also visited and examined all parts of the premises. 
While we have been well pleased with the general progress 
made by the pupils, and the faithful services of the Superin- 
tendent, Prof. Patten, and the good matron, Mrs. Patten, and ` 
the competent corpse of teachers; while, in fact, we find in 
the training and treatment nothing to criticise, but on the con- 
trary much to commend, still we must, in justice to the Insti~ - 
tute itself, and its noble cause, beg leave to urge upon you to 
present to our next Legislature the necessity of remedying . 
certain deficiencies as they now exist. We hold that the State 
owes a duty to its unfortunate children, who are deprived of 
sight, and who, by proper attention may, notwithstanding this 
deficiency, become educated and thus become self-supporters 
instead, if neglected, becoming a burden to the commnnity in 
which they live. It is:a matter. of surprise that so much has 
been accomplished with so limited facilities. The need of 
more and better room is very evident. There are really no 
school rooms. The girls’ and boys’ sitting rooms and Super- 
intendent’s office, which are used for classes, are small and 
crowded with necessary furniture and apparatus, leaving no 
room for reading desks, so that the blind children, in reading, 
are obliged to hold the bulky books in their laps. Аз these 
books are expensive, the loss by wear and tear would soon 
amount to more than the cost of reading desks ; but there is at 
present no room for desks, if they could be had without cost. 
"Three good school rooms and a chapel are much needed. also’ 
hospitals for the sick, there being at present no adequate 
means for separating the sick from the well. The measels, 
which have recently passed through the household, might have 
been confined to the first cases could they have been’ isolated 
from the rest of the family. | _ 
. There should be a better and more commodious workshop 

for the boys, which should stand apart from the other build- 
ings, as in it are constantly stored excelsior for mattresses, : 
broom corn and other combustible material. Indeed, all the 
old frame buildings now used as shops, dormitories, etc., are, 


м 
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to use a mild term, entirely unfit for the purpose, and should 


" have been condemned long ago. The slightest alarm or the 


outbreak of fire in the night would necessarily create a panic, ` 
arid the poor blind boys lodged in these buildings could hardly: 
escape. | 
The present accommodations of Ше Institute ares entirely too | 
limited to meet the demands of the State. We learn from the 
Superintendent that notwithstanding the reluctance of parents 
to send their unfortunate children from home, quite a number 
of applicants have been refused admission for want of room 
and means to support them in the Institute. The accommoda- 
tions for pupils should be greatly extended. According to the 
census of 1870, there were in Arkansas 333 blind persons, more 
than 150 of whom were of suitable age to receive instruction. 
The number now is doubtless considerably greater. Instead of 
limiting the number of pupils to thirty-three, as was done by 
the last Legislature, provision should be made for, and the 
doors of the Institution open to all the blind of the State, who 
are proper recipients of its benefits. With the sincere Боре. 
that these suggestions may receive your earnest consideration, | 
"we are 
^ Yours respectfully, 
J. BLOCH, = 
SAMUEL L. GRIFFITH, 
; ALBERT COHEN, 
Р W. С. JoHNSON, & 
Cuas. F.- Evans, 
S. P. Hueues, 
C. С. Соррем, 
Д Јонх Н. Намплох, 
4 W. А. FORBES. 


` APPENDIX С. | | 


1 
Opinions of the AUS 


The following extracts are е given in deference to the Scriptu- ' 
ral injunction— ` : 


у 


“Let another man praise thee and not thine own mouth ; а ‘stranger, and not thine 
own.lips.” ` 


Тһеу will also serve to show how visitors look upon our 


meager accommodations. · A correspondént of the Arkansas 


Democrat says: | 
| 
“One cannot appreciate the magnitude of this work, nor the sympathy thatis 
awakened in his breast by every sense and movement about the premises, without a 
personal inspection. 
>k * ж * * * + * ж * * К ж ж ж * 


“Nineteen years ago he (Prof. Patten), assumed the charge of the Institute at Ark- 
adelphia, and except the interruption by the war he devoted his whole time to the 
work. His humane discipline and temperate government secures the affectlon of 
pupils, while no complaint has ever reached the public of mistrsatment or раг- 
simony on his part. The pupys love him. In the first room onc enters, a blind pro- 
fessor of music sits near the piano, and a blind girl of, say eighteen years, is touch- 
ing the keys. She already shows considerable aptitude, although but a few weeks 
ago she knew nothing of music. The Professor is very deft, and the keys utter a 
sweet and mellow response to his soft, white fingers. In an adjoining room is a 
map of the United States, where the pupils will take pleasure in putting his or her 
hand onany State, river, or mountain or lake you call for. Now we pass intothe 


GIRLS’ WORK ROOM. . PNE 


“On seats next to the wall they sit, all sizes, and at various employments. Опе is 
sewing on а machine (several kinds being used), another uses the common needle, 
still another is knitting, quite a number are stringing beads, having different colors 
in particular boxes, which they work into the most beautiful and even fancy bas- 
kets, making exquisite toys and ornamental work. Here alsois the library—allof 
r8ised letters, of course. We are now invited to another room. * * * * 
A sweet little girl of, I should say, nine years, and a little boy, with bright faces, but 
large white eyes, соте, (о a table on which their readers lie,.and begin to trace their 
fingers on thelines of raised letters, and with the lips tell us what the fingers seem to 
see. It was very interesting, then, in each one’s hand, a specimen, either real or 
artificial, of naturalhistory, was placed, and the little pupil would give its nature, 
habits, etc., showing they had considérable knowledge of this branch of science. 

“Professor performed on the organ and piano, while the whole school ac- 
companied. And they sang sweetly. They also write, well. After this exnibition 
we are conducted through the various departments and find the sleeping apart- 
ments for girls comfortable, but by no means extravagant in anyrespect. The boys 
have a workshop, where they are taught -useful occupations, and are required to 
work tbree hours daily, except Saturdays and Sundays. Brooms and mattressea 


a 
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seem to be the staple product of this shop, and the speeimens Г saw evinced supe- 


~ 


| rior skill in the manufacture of these articles. They seem capable of being taught: 


anything. Here, in another room, is a boy standing by an old piano. ‘What is he 
thumping on that worn-out instrument for? said I. ‘He is learning to tune pianos, 
and his first practice is on that broken one,’ is the answer. 


“Тһе cook and dining rooms are very poor, indeed—sills rotted and under-pin-- 
^ing giving way—leaving the floor dilapidated, uneven, and, I fear, dangerous. 


THE BOYS’ DORMITORY. 


f 


“Oh, shame! shame! A great and rich State, owner of millions, that, bestows with 
prodigality wheresoever she will, allows these, her most afflicted children, to lie- 
down, sick or well, winter and summer, in aroom with nothing but shingles between. 
their heads and the sun, and a bare plank to shield them from the storm; and the- 
sick blind child, whose nerves are as delicate as ours, must lie down inthe noise and. 
bustle of fifteen or twenty students. The room cannot be made warm in winter nor 
coolin summer. The hay-loft of a good planter is better than this room. 


“Iwas glad to see the Senate visiting the Institute. These gentlemen made a cir- 
cuit of the premises and seemed much interested in the working of the house.  : 


“After paying expenses the proceeds of the Institute shops go into a fund which is 
appropriated as occasion requires, to aid the indigent graduates of the Institute to- 
start in business for themselves. Some of this class are said to be doing very well. 


“The most pressing necessity of the Institute just now is a proper place for the- 
sick, where they may be retired and properly nursed. 


“Dr. J. M. Pirtle is the able physician of the Institute, just such a gentleman, as to: 
moral ап@ scientific attainments, as the place demands—worthy of any good place: 
and of all esteem. 5 


“The hope of the Institute is in the Legislature, which, it is believed, will not allow 
the doctrines of retrenchment to overleap its proper bounds to the injury of the- 
school for the blind. Moses legislated for the blind, and God blessed_ the enact: | 
ments. Jesus halted a concourse of lordly Israelites to hear a blind man’s plaint, 
and in the midst of the stirring events of the world’s redemption, found time to- 
study his wants and supply his necessities. Now thirty pairs of blind eyes turn. 
pleadingly tothe Legislature. Oh! gentlemen, hear them, and deny them not a libe- 
ralappropriation. You need have no fears about your constituency. There is not &- 
voterin Arkansas wil complain at what you give the blind Dark and long the: 
night of the blind, and cheerless all his views—peering everinto abysmal darkness,. 
he needs the light of your sympathy to cheer the waste of life. Give him the charm. 
of employment. When you have well provided for the blind, you may expect to- 
enjoy the divine benediction, ‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto these, the least of” 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’ These are God’s poor, and ye are the stew-- 
ards of His house. Feed, clothe and shelter them well. r 

[Signed] “A VOTER.” 


A visitor to one of our entertainments, says : 


“Each entertainment given by the Arkansas School for the blind, shows improve-- 
ment. The inmates of this Institution show wonderful proficiency, both in music: 
and in industrial enterprises. There is no iastitution in the State more creditable,. 
and our people feel a just pride in its success.” 


In November last the M. W. Grand Lodge F. and A. M. of 
the State of Arkansas, visited the institution by a committee;. 
who reported as follows: 


[31] . : 
To еМ... ТУ... Grand Master; Ete.: 


Your committee, appointed to visit the Blind Institute, 
would respectfully report that they have performed that duty, 


and take great pleasure in saying they were kindly and cor-. 


dially received by Prof. Otis Patten, Superintendent, who con-. 
ducted us through all the departments of the Institution and 
gave us illustrations of the proficiency of the pupils in the 


various branches of study, a as well as in the work carried on in. 


the school. 


We can only express our gratification at the progress made 


by the'students in those studies in their peculiarly unfortunate. 


condition. We witnessed recitations in reading, writing and 


arithmetic, music, geometry and natural history, and exam-. . 


ined many specimens of Ше workmanship of the pupils in 
sewing and other useful arts, and oaly say that we were sur- 
prised at the progress made in the various branches of study. 


We are satisfied that Prof. Patten is fully eompetent to dis-. 
charge the onerous duties of'his responsible position, and by: 


his patience, skill and learning, is accomplishing much good to 
the unfortunate blind committed to his charge. We believe 
this Institution is worthy of the fostering care of -the State, 


and would recommend that it receive the favorable considera-. 


tion of the people generally. 
Respectfully submitted. 


[ Signed | М. L. BELL, 
N. P. GATCHER, 
W. H. James, 
й J. М. KIRKPATRICK, 
с9а. У. DUDLEY, 
W. К:МсСтике, 
i W. K. Ramsey, 
J. V. RICHARDSON, 


~ Committee.. | 
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APPENDIX D. 


CIRCULAR. 


The Arkansas Institute for the Blind is not, as some appear 
to suppose, an asylum to relieve the counties of their pauper 
blind, regardless of age, character or capacity ; nor is it à hos- 
pital for the treatment of disease; but a school, where the 
young’ blind of the State are received for a term of years, 
carefully instructed and trained, with the hope of making 
them useful and self-sustaining citizens. The annual session 
of the Institute commences on the first Wednesday in October, 
and continues nine months. All the blind of the State, of 
suitable character and capacity, between the ages of six and 
twenty-six, are entitled to the privileges of the Institute, 
including tuition, board, washing, medical attention when 
sick, and the use of books, without charge. Blind persons 
over twenty-six may be admitted for a limited time to learn to 
work, ог to receive other instruction, by а unanimous vote of 
the Board of Trustees, and the consent of the Superinten- 
dent. Applications for the admission of pupils should- be _ 


_ made to the Superintendent, Otis Patten, Little Rock, Ark., 


and should state the age and name of the person for whom 
the application is made, the postoffice address of the parents 


or guardian, the cause of blindness, if known, and whether it 


is total or partial. They should also state who will supply the 


. applicant with clothing and take charge of him or her during 


vacation. 
` # s. У i 
The Institution is not intended for persons who are merely 
near-sighted, nor for those who wish to have their eyes treated, 


but for such as wish to receive instruction and have not suffi- : 


cient sight to do so in schools for the seeing. 


Though pupils may be received at any time during Ше ses- - 


[sj m 


sion, which closes on the last Wednesday in in J une, it would be 
much to their advantge to enter at the commencenient, or as 
soon thereafter as possible. 


All pupils should come with a supply of ВЕР for Ше 


session, consisting of the following articles, with such others 


as the friends may choose to provide : 


FOR A BOY. ~ 


For everyday wear: 2 coats, 1 vest, 2 pair pantaloons. For 
Sunday : 1 coat, 1 vest, 1 pair pantaloons, 4 shirts, 3 pairs of 
drawers, 4 pairs of socks (home-knit preferred), 6 handker- 
chiefs, 3 pairs of shoes, 2 hats, one pair of suspenders, 1 neck- 
comfort and 1 pair of gloves. 


FOR A GIRL. _ 


Two flannel or home-made linsey sacks to wear about the 
house in winter; 4 dresses—3 calico and one woolen ; 2 flan- 
nel or linsey skirts, 2 outside skirts and 1 balmoral, 3 aprons, 
4 handkerchiefs, 1 sun-bonnet, three collars or ruffles, hat and 
shawl to wear to church, 4 chemises, 3 pairs of drawers, 4 


pairs of stockings, gloves and 3 pairs of shoes. Each article 


should be marked with the owner’s name. Боа 


Those who have no friends able to clothe them or to pay 
their traveling expenses, should be provided for in this respect 
by their counties. 


Every pupil entering should bring а certificate from the 
County Judge that he or she is a resident of the county ; also 
a certificate from some regular physician that he or she is free 
from all infectious or offensive disease, and.if arrived at an 
age when the character is formed, a certificate of good moral 
character, signed by two or more ‘responsible citizens. No 


person of confirmed immoral habits will knowingly be received | 


into the school. 


Until more room shall be provided, only forty pupils can be 
accommodated. No blind person should, therefore, be sent to 
3 
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i 
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_ the Institute without its first having been ascertained whether 


he or she сап be received. Pupils’ should spend the vacation 
at home with their friends, and return to school promptly at 
the commencement of the session. "^ 

The Institution is open to visitors every day except the Sab- 
bath. The relations and friends of the pupils who live ata 
distance from Little Rock are cordially invited to call ‘whenever 
they come to the city, though we are not prepared to keep 
them or their teams over night. 

Letters to the inmates of the Institution, in order to be 
promptly received, should be addressed to the care. of the 
Superintendent. 

The parents and friends of blind children can do much for 
them at home, where their education should begin. If sound 
in mind and body, they should learn many things, such as to 
dress themselves, tie their shoes, cut their food and feed them- 
selves nearly as early as those who can see, but they will 
require more showing, because they cannot see to imitate the 
movements of those around them. 

Do not encourage your blind child to sit idly-in the-chimney 
corner while the other children are at play. Let him join their 
active sports—run, climb trees, ride horse-back, etc., ete. 
never mind a bump or a fall now and then. These happen to 
all children, and only make them better able to bear the bumps 
and bruises of after life. Blind children should be early taught 
to spell simple words, to count, to add, to subtract, multiply 
and divide small numbers. The multiplication and other tables 
in arithmetic, the points of the compass, the name of the town, 
county and State in which they live ; the number and names of 
States in the Union and their capitals ; hymns and passages of 
scripture ; to sing familiar tunes, and many other things. 

By no means allow your blind child to tenin the use of 
tobacco in any form. 

I will send by mail, gratuitously, ораг and easy spell- 
ing lessons in raised print, to any who wish to teach their 
blind friends at home. 
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,' [85] | | -= 
Those blind children who are under good influences at home, 
and who have a mother or sister able to give them similar in- 
struction to the foregoing, need not enter the Institution till 
they are ten or twelve years old ; otherwise, the soóner they 
come the better, after they are of legal age to enter school. 
' . OTIS PATTEN, 


Superintendent. - 
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APPENDIX. E. 
И . ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. ` ^ 


The following papers and periodicals have been sent to the 
Institution gratuitously during the whole or a part of the last 
two years, and have furnished interesting reading for the 
pupils, for which the proprietors have our thanks, viz. : 


Daily Arkansas Gazette......... ...Little Rock, Ark. 
Daily Democrat..... eerte. 6 ss 

Daily Unions ваља љиљан ace “ ЕЕ 

Spirit of АтКапваз................ e “ 

Western Methodist................ вс . s 

St. Louis Presbyterian............. St. Louis, Missouri. 
Christian Observer................ Louisville, Kentucky. 
Woman Art MWOSE. vss пали “ je 
Goodson Сатебће.................. Staunton, Virginia. 
Deaf Mute Tablet. ................ Romney, W. Virginia. 
Deaf Mute Mirror. ................ Flint, Michigan. 
Deaf Mute Companion............. Farabault, Minnesota: 
Philomathian. Argus........ Se qu Columbus, Ohio. 
Mistletoe ил ан vara. doer ee LES Vinton, Iowa. 
Batesville Guard.................. Batesville, Arkansas. 
Harrison Тітеѕ............. прие Harrison, Arkansas. 
Our Reporter...... E Concord, Michigan. 


Our thanks are also tendered to the. several railroads in the 
State for favors to indigent pupils in the way of transporta- 
tion, and to Mr. J. H. Overholser, of Little Rock, for the 
donation of two Grover and Baker sewing machines, 


APPENDIX F. 


CATALOGUE OF PUPILS. 


MALES. 


$ 


RESIDENCE. 


CAUSE OF BLINDNESS. 


Anderson, Joseph P....... 
Bettis, Benjamin.... ...... 
*Bennerman, Robt.......... 
*Bohley, Chas. Е............ 
*Crouch, Albert М .......... 
Cantly, John C............. 
Davis, John H............. 
Davis Willie R.............. 
Dougan, Thomas........... 
England, David P.......... 
Garrett, Mancil Је. ес... 
Goodrum, Edward А...... 
Kinney, Osborn, A......... 
Keller, Joshua ............. 
Lock, Francis M ........... 
*Manning, Wm Е............ 
*McElhany, Wyatt.......... 
Mawson, Lafayette .......... 
Mason, Геапдег. ........... 
*Price, W. D... ео... 


Pope COUNTY... cc ccovcccccsver 
Jackson соппђу...... 22... . 
Little ROCK. ..ccccccvcccceves 
White соппбу... о о о о о. сео со о 
Pope соппбу.. . о... о... о. о... 
Nevada соппђу.............. 
Howard COUNTY... ccccecvees 
Howard county...........-. 
Arkansas соппђбу............ 
Prairie county.......... eee 
Clark eounty.......-e eene 
Lonoke county... essen 
Prairie county........,....-. 
Clay соппђу .. о осе ооо 
Little RocK.......- o eoo 
Crawford county............ 


Pulaski eounty..............| Unkn 


Yell countg.. .......... enn 
Yell county....... e ee eere 
Yell COUDLY..cccevesccccccces 


*Prowse, І. M................| Boone county............. 


*Guesne, M. о... +... с...-.... 
*Rogers, Win. H........ 2 o 
“тутат, John Е.............. 

ite, L@WI1S. cesccocccccccs 


Wells, John Е........,.•. ee 
FEMALES. 


Hot Springs...... . ..... сосеве 
Prairie county.........****** 
Clark county...... се ес. о... . 
Little Rock...... Фочеевезевео 
Clark county......******.... 


RESIDENCE. 


* Austin, C thia А.......... Lincoln соопбу.............. 


*Arnold, AYtHA....ccccsccee H 


Bennett, Lucinda E........ 
*Burnett, Тошїза............ 
Вуга, БЗагаћ................. 
Clapp, Delila E....cccccccce 
Church, Kate....cccccccsess 
*Cobb, Mary Ј............... 
Dunlap, Sarah E........... 
Dickey, Rebecca F......... 
*Ellis, ALES A..cecocccccecccee 
Graham, Mary E 
Jones, Martha ........... e. 
Johnson, Fannie C......... 
MeClure, Virginia.......... 
Percival, Burline .......... 
*Percival, Sarah......... eese 
Roland, Edna М............ 
Roland, Lura.....eccocH2 ооо 
*Riffe, Francina............. 
Renfro, Letitia E........... 
Smith, Fannie M........... 
*Thornton, Missouri........ 
Taylor, Talitha C......... 


* Discharged, | 


1000009605 • 


. Garland сообу... 


ot 5ртгіпев................6 
Saline county....... ..ssesoso 
Johnson COUNTY... со... .. 
White county........ ee eene 
Crittenden county.......... 
Lonoke (60621 1:15' ДРРРРРРРИНИНИ 
Saline соопіу................ 
Calhoun соппђу............. 
Pulaski county.............. 
White county....... .... ... 
Carroll county .......... ... 
Independence county...... 
Green county......... eee oes 
Baxter county. оооое е оо ох оо 
Lonoke СОЧЪСУ.. а ьовововево 
Lonoke county.............. 
Yell сооміу.................. 
Franklin Соппїу...........› 
Ouachita county......... « « • 
Arkansas county............ 
Pulaski county.............. 
Hempstead county......... 


Accident. 

Purulent ophthalmia. 
Congenital. 

Serofula. ` 

Neuralgia. 

Whooping cough. 
Congenital. - 


6 


Sore eyes. 
Congenital. 


Accident. 

Sore eyes. 

Atropy optic nerve. 
Accident. А 

own. > ~ 
Congenital. 


Chronic gran. ophthalmia. 
Sore eyes. 


©“ 411 


Atropy optic nerve. . 
Congenital. 


CAUBE OF BLINDNESS. 
„7 
Congenital. 


Accident. > 0. 
Chronic gran. ophthalmia. 


“ “ «€ 


Purulent ophthalmia. 
Sore eyes. ~. 
Fever. 

Serofula. 

Congenital. 


Purulent ophthalmia. 
Congenital. 
rulent ophthalmia. 
Sore eyes. 
Small-pox. 
Fever. 
Chronic gran. ophthalmia. 
nknown. 


Sore eyes. 
Neuralgia. - 
Sore eyes. 
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